and a F_ -., e -1 continuum power law are adopted. As shown in Fig. 2 , results are characterized in terms of the familfitr ionization parameter _ = L/nR 2 in the range 0.01 <_ _ _< 100
where L is the luminosity _f the incident X-ray radiation, n the gas density, and R the distance from the radiation scmrce. Two distinctive spectral signatures emerge: (i) the concept of a sharp edge only applies for low ionization (log_ _ -2) plasmas, and its progressive broadening is a function of ionization;
(ii) for log_ > 0, a strong absorption feature appears at the piedmont (_ 7.2 keV) caused by the Kj3 unresolved transition array (UTA).
Observations
Broad K-edge absorpl ion structure have been widely observed in the X-ray spectra of active galactic nuclei and black-hole candidates as reviewed by Ebisawa et al. (1994) , and references therein, and m,)re recently reported by Done & Zycki (1999) 
